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REPARATION, RESTITUTION & COMPENSATION

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

SETTING THE CONTEXT: RECONCILIATION AND REPARATION

1.1 This volume seeks to clarify and examine the important
issue of Reparation, disaggregated into its related concepts—
Restitution, Compensation, and Rehabilitation. The issue of
Reparation raises two central problems for the work of a truth and
reconciliation commission like ours. The first is whether it is possible
to achieve national reconciliation without restitution, compensation
and rehabilitation. Secondly, is it possible for victims of gross human
rights violations, individually, to get justice without receiving some

form of restitution, compensation and rehabilitation?

1.2 As Priscillia Hayner has rightly noted, at the personal or
individual level,

Forgiveness, healing, and reconciliation are deeply

personal processes, and each person’s needs and

reactions to peacemaking and truth-telling may be

different.






